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Read collection overview

In 1699, Quaker meeting for worship began in Acoaxet, Mass., a coastal village within the boundaries of what
would become the town of Westport. The worship group was set off from Dartmouth Monthly as a monthly
meeting of its own in 1766, the Acoaxet Monthly Meeting, and became affiliated with Rhode Island Quarter.
Between 1803 and 1812 the name Acoaxet was gradually replaced with Westport.

Westport Monthly Meeting of Friends is well documented, with nearly continuous minutes of business
meetings stretching from 1766 to 1989, a collection of vital statistics from the establishment of the meeting
through 1887, and over fifty years of newsletters (1961-2004).

See similar SCUA collections:

Quakers
Religion
Massachusetts

Background on Westport Monthly Meeting

Abbie Loring in Cape Cod Quaker attire, ca.1930.

Photo by Alton H. Blackington

In 1699, Quaker meeting for worship began in Acoaxet, Mass., a coastal village within the boundaries of what
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meeting of its own in 1766, the Acoaxet Monthly Meeting, and became affiliated with Rhode Island Quarter.
Between 1803 and 1812 the name Acoaxet was gradually replaced with Westport.

Over the years, Westport has cared for worship groups at Centre (1766-1789, 1853-1870, 1760-1880), Little
Compton, R.I. (1777-ca.1882), and Tiverton, R.I. (1777-1780), as well as the Centre Preparative Meeting
(1789-1853), which became the Westport Preparative.

Scope of collection
Westport Monthly Meeting of Friends is well documented, with nearly continuous minutes of business
meetings stretching from 1766 to 1989, a collection of vital statistics from the establishment of the meeting
through 1887, and over fifty years of newsletters (1961-2004).
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Administrative information
Access

The collection is open for research.

Provenance

Gift of the New England Yearly Meeting of Friends Records, March 2016.

Related Material

This collection is part of the New England Yearly Meeting Records.

Current contact for the meeting

Westport Friends Meeting website

Processing Information

Processed by I. Eliot Wentworth, October 2018.

Language:

English

Copyright and Use (More information )

Cite as: Westport Monthly Meeting (Society of Friends) Records (MS 902 W4787). Special Collections and
University Archives, University of Massachusetts Amherst Libraries.
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