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Read collection overview

Friends began to gather for worship in Vassalboro, Maine, in 1780, shortly after Quakers began to settle the Kennebeck Valley to
escape the American Revolution. Their numbers grew sufficiently to be granted states as a monthly meeting in 1787, and they
have subsequently been the sponsor for a number of worship groups and preparatory meetings in central Maine, as well as the
source from which five monthly meetings have been laid off.
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The records of Vassalboro Monthly Meeting (Society of Friends) are spotty and incomplete, but include minutes of meetings for
business from 1950s through 1980s, sporadic financial records, and a substantial, but incomplete series of newsletters from
1987-2010.
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Background on Vassalboro Monthly Meeting (Society of Friends)

Friends began to gather for worship in Vassalboro, Maine, in

1780, shortly after Quakers began to settle the Kennebeck Valley
to escape the American Revolution. Their numbers grew
sufficiently to be granted states as a monthly meeting in 1787,
with their first meetinghouse constructed in 1798, followed by a
more substantial brick building in 1833.

Organizationally, Vassalboro has passed through the care of
three quarterly meetings -- Salem (1787-1794), Falmouth (1794-
1813), and Vassalboro (1813-) -- and it has in turn been the
sponsor of numerous worship groups and preparatory meetings,
most formed and laid down around the turn of the nineteenth
century. Notably, it was also the springboard from which five
monthly meetings were set off, including Sidney (1802), Harlem
(1813), Saint Albans (1841), Oak Grove (1922), and Orono (1973).
Vassalboro was called East Vassalboro Monthly Meeting (Society

of Friends) in the late 1980s. Abbie Loring in Cape Cod Quaker attire, ca.1930.

Worship groups
Photo by Alton H. Blackington

Belgrade (1801-1802)

Bristol (1787-1801, 1819-1826)
Camden (1798-1813)

Colby (1988-1989)

Dresden (1798)

East Benton (1892-1925)

East Vassalboro (1797-1799)
Fairfax (1810-1812)

Fairfield (1789-1802)

Harlem (1802-1809)

Lincoln Jackson (ca.1810-1813)
Orono (1801-1819)

St. Albans (before 1833-1837)
Sidney (1795-1800)
Sonnabeck (before 1802-1813)
Winthrop (1792-1802)
Preparatory meetings

East Vassalboro (1799-1828): also called East Pond, Pond, Outlet, or Twelve-mile Pond
Fairfax (1812-1813)

Fairfield (1801-1819)

Harlem (1809-1813)

Saint Albans (1837-1841)
Sidney (1800-1802)
Vassalboro (1787-1893): also River Meeting
Winthrop (1802)
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The records of Vassalboro Monthly Meeting (Society of Friends) are spotty and incomplete, but include minutes of meetings for
business from 1950s through 1980s, sporadic financial records, and a substantial, but incomplete series of newsletters from
1987-2010.

Inventory

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting: Minutes
1951-2000

Vassalboro Monthly: Minutes

1951 Jan.-1976 Dec.

Bound vol.

09:E2

Vassalboro Monthly: Minutes

1977 Jan.-1984 May 13

Bound vol.

09:E2

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting Minutes
1984-2000

Box 1: 11

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting: Vital records
1962-2010

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting Member's directory
1987, 2010

Box 1:12

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting Membership statistics
1962

Box 1:13

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting: Financial Records
1858-1987

Vassalboro Monthly: Accounts

1858-1937

Bound vol.

09:E2

Vassalboro Monthly: Cash book
1966-1974

Bound vol.

09:E2

Vassalboro Monthly: Friends House Account Book
1952 July-1987 Jan.

Bound vol.

09:E2

Vassalboro Monthly: Treasurer's records
1936-1966

Bound vol.

09:E3

Vassalboro Monthly: Treasurer's records
1942 Jan.-1965 Sept.

Bound vol.

09:E2

Vassalboro Monthly: Treasurer's records
1975 Jan.-1982 Sept.

Bound vol.

09:E2

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting: Newsletters
1987-2010

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting (East Vassalboro) Newsletters
1987-1989

Box 1: 1

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting Newsletters
1989-1992



Box 1:2

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting Newsletters
1993-1995

Box 1:3

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting Newsletters
1996-1997

Box 1:4

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting Newsletters
1998-1999

Box 1:5

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting Newsletters
2000-2001

Box 1:6

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting Newsletters
2002-2003

Box 1:7

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting Newsletters
2004 Feb.-2005 Dec.

Box 1:8

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting Newsletters
2007-2008

Box 1:9

Vassalboro Monthly Meeting Newsletters
2009-2010 Oct.

Box 1:10

Administrative information

Access
The collection is open for research.

Provenance
Gift of the New England Yearly Meeting of Friends Records, March 2016.

Related Material
This collection is part of the New England Yearly Meeting Records.

Related Material
The pre-1950s records of Vassalboro Monthly Meeting are held in the collections of the Maine Historical Society. These include:

Minutes, Men's Meeting, 1787-1809 (1 vol.)

Minutes, Men's Meeting, 1809-1855 (3 vols.)

Minutes, Men's and Joint Meeting, 1855-1951 (3 vols.)
Minutes, Women's meeting, 1787-1875 (4 vols.)
Minutes, Women's meeting, 1875-1887 (1 vol.)

Vital records: births, deaths, burials, 1787-1891(1 vol.)
Vital records: marriages, 1759-1884 (2 vols.)

Vital records: members, 1759-1918 (1 vol.)

Library holdings, 1826-1828 (1 vol.)

Miscellaneous records, 1819-1946 (1 fol.)

Current contact for the meeting

Vassalboro Friends Meeting Website

Processing Information
Processed by Nora D. Charles, Feb. 2020.

Language:

English

Copyright and Use (More information )
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University of Massachusetts Amherst Libraries.
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