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At the height of the antiwar struggle in the late 1960s, a group of scientists and engineers based in Cambridge, Mass., began to


https://www.umass.edu
https://www.umass.edu/admissions/visits/visit-campus
https://www.umass.edu/admissions
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1640/rd17/form/form.aspx?sid=1640&gid=2&pgid=443&cid=1121
https://www.umass.edu/search
http://scua.library.umass.edu
http://library.umass.edu
http://scua.library.umass.edu/umarmot/services-at-scua/askanarc/
http://credo.library.umass.edu/view/collection/mums859
http://scua.library.umass.edu/
http://scua.library.umass.edu
http://credo.library.umass.edu/
http://scua.library.umass.edu/
file:///tmp/mums859.xml
file:///tmp/mums859.pdf

turn a critical eye on the role of their fields in the larger political culture. Calling themselves Scientists and Engineers for Social
and Political Action (SESPA), the group took the slogan "Science for the People," which in turn became the name of their
organization. With a collective membership that spread nation-wide, Science for the People was a voice for radical science and an
active presence framing several of the scientific debates of the day. Through its vigorous publications, SftP explored issues
ranging from the impact of military and corporate control of research to scientific rationalization of racism, sexism, and other
forms of inequality; and they contributed to the discussions of recombinant DNA, sociobiology, IQ and biological determinism,
women's health care, nuclear power, and the rise of biotechnology. Many members were engaged in supporting anti-imperialist
resistance in Central America and Asia during the 1980s. The organization gradually waned in the 1980s and published the last
issue of its magazine in 1989.

Donated by several members of the organization, the Science for the People collection provides a window into the organization
and operation of a collective devoted to radical science. In addition to meeting minutes and notes, and some correspondence,
the collection includes a nearly complete run of the Science for the People magazine, and a substantial representation of the
national and Nicaragua newsletters and topical publications. Photographs from the group's trip to China and other areas abroad
in 1978 are available online, along with videos of the talks and sessions from a 2014 conference on the history and legacy of SftP.
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Background on Science for the People

In the late 1960s, a group of radical scientists and engineers
began to turn a critical eye on the role of their fields in the larger
political culture. Calling themselves Scientists and Engineers for
Social and Political Action (SESPA), announcing that "if you are
tired of science for the pentagon or science for business, try
science for the people." Their slogan "Science for the People"
(SftP), became the name of their organization.

With a collective membership, decentralized, and little hierarchy,
SftP was truly a grassroots organization, spawning chapters
nationwide, usually based in research universities, though not
limited to them. As Herb Fox, one of the group's founders noted,
there was a vigorous debate in the early years of the
organization over precisely what SftP should be: whether they
should see themselves as engaged primarily in class struggle (in
a Marxist sense) emphasizing the issues of science, as an
organization devoted to using science in the interest of the
people, or more generally as a group that would take a critical
approach to examining the social and political impact of science
and the misuse of science.

From these sometimes contentious beginnings, SftP emerged

into a powerful voice for radical science, communicating its

ideas through the bi-monthly magazine it published from 1970 to 1989 and a string of pamphlets and books on the major
scientific issues of the day. In the 1970s and 1980s, members of the organization were influential in building opposition to
military and corporate control of research and to scientific rationalization of racism, sexism, and other forms of inequality. SftP
were indispensable participants in high-profile debates over recombinant DNA technologies; sociobiology, 1Q, and biological
determinism; women's health care; nuclear power; and the rise of biotechnology. Many of its members were engaged in
supporting anti-imperialist resistance in Central America and Asia during the 1980s.
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Although the organization gradually waned in the 1980s, publishing the last issue of its magazine in 1989, the issues it confronted
have not. After a conference on the history of the organization was held at UMass Amherst in 2014, Science for the People has
reorganized, with chapters reappearing at universities around the country including University of Michigan, MIT, and UMass
Amherst.

Scope of collection

The Science for the People Records documents the organizational life, publication history, and research of the science activist
group from 1966 to 1992, as well as a conference about the group held in 2014.

The collection contains a nearly complete run of the Science for the People magazine which was published bi-monthly from 1969-
1989; in addition there are various publications about sociobiology, racism, sexism, and war. There are organizational notes, as
well as national and regional newsletters from New York, Nicaragua, and Boston chapters. There are also subject files related to
the organization's research pertaining to sociobiology, recombinant DNA, nuclear power, anti-war, and other topics. Photographs
from the group's trip to China and other areas abroad in 1978 are available online, along with videos of the talks and sessions
from a 2014 conference on the history and legacy of SftP.

The collection is organized into three series:

Series 1: Organizational Materials
Series 2: Publications
Series 3: Subject Files

Series descriptions

Series 1. Organizational Materials

1970-2014

.5 boxes (.75 linear feet)

Series 1 contains documents related to the organization's day to day operations. There are meeting notes from the steering
committee, board of directors, and various chapters. There are national newsletters and those for the Boston and Nicaragua
chapters. It also contains promotional materials, correspondence between members, videos from a 2014 conference, and
information about the Valentine and Unity Caucuses.

Series 2. Publications

1959-2004

2 boxes (3 linear feet)

Series 2 contains publications by Science for the People, and various regional SftP groups. This includes issues of the bimonthly
SftP magazine from 1970-1989. There are also subject specific publications relating to topics including food resources, nuclear
power, sociobiology, the military, and health care produced by the national SftP organization and local chapters.

Series 3. Subject Files

€a.1970-2004

3.5 boxes (3.25 linear feet)

Series 3 contains topical research for a variety of subjects which SftP published about or discussed. It contains information on
China, food, energy, nuclear power, recombinant DNA, sociobiology, and war.
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SftP in the World
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Session 3, Panel 9

Climate Change and Energy Technology and Policy
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Women and Science
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Plenary 3
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Box 6

Fifteen audiocassette tapes recorded in the early 1970s when Science for the People members travelled to China to learn more
about Chinese science. Peking University, Tsinghua University, Futan University, Okinawa, May Seventh Cadre School.
Photographs of a SftP trip to China and other places abroad in 1978 are available online through Credo.
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Related Material
Additional materials related to the 2014 conference on the history and legacy of SftP is available on their Science for the People
conference website.

Digitized content
Selected material from the Science for the People Records is available online through Credo.

Processing Information
Processed by Kyle Boyd, 2017.
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