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Collection overview
The Pines in South Hadley, Mass., was a popular meeting place for men to socialize in the
1920s and 1930s. Employees of Bosch Magneto, the West End Sporting Club, and other
groups who enjoyed hunting and fishing held special suppers where they consumed their
prey with quantities of alcohol, Prohibition or not.

Using a standard hotel register, The Pines recorded a series of meetings of men's groups
in South Hadley, mostly centered around the activities of hunting and fishing. The Bosch
Club (apparently employees of Bosch Magneto in Springfield), the Pines Gang, and the
West End Sporting Club -- with overlapping membership -- held an array of events
annually, including Coon Suppers, Deer Dinners, and Game Suppers, as well as occasional
Chicken Fries, Piano Suppers, Pig Roasts, Dog Roasts, and special events such as
member's weddings. Summaries at the end of the year in 1926 and 1927, replete with
bad verse, provide a sense of their socializing.
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Background on The Pines Hotel
The Pines in South Hadley, Mass., was a popular meeting place for men to socialize in the 1920s and 1930s.
Employees of Bosch Magneto, the West End Sporting Club, and other groups who enjoyed hunting and fishing
held special suppers where they consumed their prey with quantities of alcohol, Prohibition or not.

Scope of collection
Using a standard hotel register, The Pines recorded a series of meetings of men's groups in South Hadley,
mostly centered around the activities of hunting and fishing. The Bosch Club (apparently employees of Bosch
Magneto in Springfield), the Pines Gang, and the West End Sporting Club -- with overlapping membership -held an array of events annually, including Coon Suppers, Deer Dinners, and Game Suppers, as well as
occasional Chicken Fries, Piano Suppers, Pig Roasts, Dog Roasts, and special events such as member's
weddings. Summaries at the end of the year in 1926 and 1927, replete with bad verse, provide a sense of their
socializing. In only a few cases, women appear to have been invited.
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