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Read collection overview

In the late 1970s and early 1980s Martha Coons was a political and labor activist in the Boston area. She was a shop steward in the District 65 Clerical Workers Union,
which was a subdivision of the United Automobile Workers union, at Boston University for two years. Prior to and proceeding through that time, from 1979-1983, she
was an activist within the Boston chapter of the New America Movement (NAM). The New America Movement was a socialist political advocacy organization with a
focus on feminism, racial equality, and environmental rights. This ended with their merger with the Democratic Socialist Organizing Committee, another somewhat
less radical socialist organization. The Martha Coons Collection provides insight into the two major factors of her activism. The District 65 part of the collection
showcases the inner workings of the labor union in the 1980s, as well as provides examples of grievances that were filed during a string of layoffs at Boston
University. The New America Movement documents not only provide information about the meetings and ideals of the organization as well as its workings, but the
history of the time around the NAM’s merger with the Democratic Socialist Organizing Committee, and the Boston chapter’s large role in the opposition of said
merger.

Background on Martha Coons
In the late 1970s and early 1980s Martha Coons was a political and labor activist in the Boston area. She was a shop steward in the District 65 Clerical Workers Union,
which was a subdivision of the United Automobile Workers Union, at Boston University for two years. Prior to and proceeding through that time, from 1979-1983, she
was an activist within the Boston chapter of the New America Movement (NAM). The New America Movement was a socialist political advocacy organization with a
focus on feminism, racial equality, and environmental rights. This ended with their merger with the Democratic Socialist Organizing Committee, another somewhat
less radical socialist organization.

Scope of collection
The Martha Coons Collection provides insight into the two major factors of her activism. The District 65 part of the collection showcases the inner workings of the
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labor union in the 1980s. The New America Movement documents not only provide information about the meetings and ideals of the organization as well as its
workings, but also the history of the time around the NAM’s merger with the Democratic Socialist Organizing Committee, and the Boston chapter’s large role in the
opposition of said merger.
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