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Background on Judy Polan

Judy Polan, ca. 1984

Judy Polan was a folk musician who performed primarily throughout Western Mass and New England in the
1980s and 1990s. Born in 1949 in Delmar, New York, she graduated from Barnard College in 1970 with a
degree in Russian. She worked as a translator in Cambridge, Massachusetts and taught guitar lessons part-
time before eventually moving to teaching and performing full time. She married Michael Schonbach in 1975
and moved to Western Mass two years later, living first in Northampton and then Chesterfield. During this
period, her music career blossomed. She quickly became a favorite at local coffeehouses and other venues
such as the Iron Horse Music Hall in Northampton the Sounding Board Coffeehouse in West Hartford, and
Passim in Cambridge, playing both original songs and covers from a wide variety of genres. She was a four-
time recipient of the "favorite musician" award in the Valley Advocate Reader's Poll in 1985, 1993, 1994, and
1995. She was frequently played on radio stations throughout New England and Upstate New York. Polan
also performed at weddings and children's events. Her husband, Michael Schonbach often accompanied her
on violin.

She released her first album, Judy, Judy, Judy in 1984 on her own record label, Ruby Slippers Records. The
name was an homage to her love of the Wizard of Oz, songs from which would often feature in her shows.
She was known by her fans as the "Folk Glitter Queen of New England", due to her eclectic style of both
music and costume, which often featured glittery red high heels fashioned after Dorothy's ruby slippers from
the Wizard of Oz. Over the course of her career she released two more full-length albums and one EP, Look
to the Stars in 1986, Dream Dances in 1992 and Daffodilsin 1996. Also in 1996, she released a musical
interpretation of the poem "I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud" by William Wordsworth, which was used in a
tourism campaign for the Lake District in Northwest England. During the early 2000s, Polan's career shifted
to writing, and she worked as an editor and writer for magazines such as Style 1900, Modernism and Jewish
Ledger. She mainly wrote about design and travel and maintained a website and blog, Mad for Mod,
throughout the 2010s. She also wrote humorous audio memoir essays that were featured on the Albany, NY
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NPR affiliate, WAMC. She also published a book of poetry, Glasgow Colours at a Decorative Arts Programme
at the University of Glasgow. Her husband Michael passed away on June 16, 2022.

Scope of collection
The Judy Polan Papers contain material from throughout Polan's career as a working musician. This includes
promotional materials such as concert flyers, profiles in local publications, business and personal
correspondence, sheet music, and lyrics. It also contains several dozen recordings contained on different
formats such as reels, cassette tapes, records and CDs. These consist of commercial releases, live shows,
radio appearances, demo recordings, and master tapes. Polan's ruby slippers, that she wore during
performances, are also part of the collection.

Series descriptions
Series 1. Correspondence, Promotion, Clippings, and Ephemera
1962-2005

Includes Judy's correspondence with recording companies, venues, radio stations as well as other business-
related correspondence that illustrate the life of a working musician. Also included are letters from fans and
colleagues. Promotional items from throughout her career are included in the form of photographs, event
posters and newspaper articles. Also included is Judy's recognition as "best local-singer" In the Valley
Advocate's "Best of the Valley" reader poll. Copies of posters of performances, set lists, personal notes,
goals, poetry, sheet music (originals and copies) and lyrics are also included in this series.

Series 2. Recordings
1973-2019

Includes Judy's original music and recordings in multiple formats including cassettes, CDrs, reels, records, an
RDAT, as well as test pressings of Judy, Judy, Judy and Look To The Stars. The tape reels contain 1/4" stereo
mixes and 1/2" masters of Look To The Stars. Many of the cassettes contain recordings of live performances,
radio show appearances, and rough mixes and dubs of her albums.

Inventory
Series 1. Correspondence, Promotion, Clippings, and Ephemera
1962-2005
5 boxes
Babel, Bill: "Linguist builds career in singing world", Sunday Republican
1981 May 24
Box 5
Copyright information
ca.1978
Box 1: 1.
Correspondence: Concerts and performances
1986-1997
Box 1: 2.
Correspondence: Fan mail
1984 Jul.-1987 May
Box 1: 3.
Correspondence: Fan mail
1990 Jan.-2000 Jun.
Box 1: 4.
Correspondence: Friends/family
1970-2000
Box 1: 5.
Correspondence: Music recording
1980-1997
Box 1: 6.
Correspondence: General
1962-1992
Box 1: 7.
Correspondence: Radio
1984-1985
Box 2: 1.
Correspondence: Radio
1985
Box 2: 2.



Correspondence: Radio
1986-1989
Box 2: 3.
Correspondence: Radio
1993-1994
Box 2: 4.
Daily Hampshire Gazette Hampshire Life, "Judy Polan: Sparkle and chutzpah" cover
1987 Aug. 7
Box 5
Daily Hampshire Gazette: "Northampton First Night" supplement
1994 Dec. 26
Box 5
Dimock, Janet: "Worthington barn sold to Jacob's Pillow for wood",Daily Hampshire Gazette
1981 Nov. 2
Box 5
Dream Dances cover art mockup
ca.1992
Box 5
Dream Dances: Original compact disc cover art
1992
Box 2: 5.
Event fliers: Copies
1970-1995
Box 2: 6.
Event fliers/album artwork: Originals
ca.1980-1995
Box 2: 7.
Event fliers: Folkfare, The Event Horizon, New England Arts Festival
1986-1994
Box 2: 8.
General music clippings
1980-2004
Box 2: 9.
Hamel, Chris: "Meet the queen of 'folk glitter' ", Springfield Morning Union
1986 Oct. 31
Box 5
In concert - Judy Polan at Buttenweiser Lounge, City College of New York
1969 Dec. 3
Box 5
Iron Horse calendar July/August 1987
1987 July
Box 5
Lists of Performances- by year
1978-1992
Box 2: 10.
Loisel, Laurie: "Folk artist's star is rising", Daily Hampshire Gazette
1986 Aug. 20
Box 5
Notes: Journal entries, career goals, contacts
1970-2000
Box 2: 11.
Performance programs
1979 May. 27- 1996 Mar. 8
Box 2: 12.
Photographs: negatives, contact sheets, prints
1979-1980
Box 2: 13.
Photograph of Richard Pini and Judy Polan in front of Pleasant St. Theater in Northampton
1981
Box 5
Pick, Nancy: "Woodstock revisited - area performers to portray the countercultureDaily Hampshire Gazette
1991 Aug. 22
Box 5
Poetry
1970-2000
Box 2: 14.
Point Counterpoint
1983 Sept. 30



Box 5
Polan, Judy: "Memories of Althorp - A Visit to Princess Diana's Private Kingdom", Hampshire Life
1998 Apr. 17
Box 5
Press clippings
1978-1985
Box 2: 15.
Press clippings
1986-1991
Box 3: 1.
Press clippings
1992-2005
Box 3: 2.
Promotion, reviews, letters of recommendation
1982-1997
Box 3: 3.
Resumes and job applications
1978-1979
Box 3: 4.
Republican "Weekend" supplement
2005 May 12
Box 5
Ruby red glitter pump shoes

Box 7
Sawyer, Bob: "Judy Polan - a striking debut album", Valley Advocate record review
1984 Nov. 21
Box 5
Set lists and itineraries
1986-1995
Box 3: 5.
Sheet music
1980-1990
Box 3: 6.
Sheet music, lyrics
1962-1978
Box 3: 7.
Sheet music, lyrics
ca.1979
Box 3: 8.
Sokol, David: "The right time" Valley Advocate
1992 Oct. 15
Box 5
Sokol, David: "The right time" Valley Advocate (copy 2)
1992 Oct. 15
Box 5
Theater by the Sea (Portsmouth NH) "Players and Puppets", concert schedule poster
1983
Box 5
Theater by the Sea (Portsmouth NH) "Players and Puppets", concert schedule poster (copy 2)
1983
Box 5
Transperformance #3: "Dick Clark" poster
1994 Aug.
Box 5
Valley Advocate
1992 Oct. 15
Box 5
Valley Advocate "Annual manual" cover
1995 Sept. 14
Box 5
Valley Advocate: Best of the Valley awards
1993-1995
Box 3: 9.
Valley Advocate "Best of the Valley reader's poll 1993" cover
1993 Sep. 23
Box 5



Valley Advocate "Best of the Valley reader's poll 1994" cover
1994 Sept. 29
Box 5
Valley Advocate "Best of the Valley reader's poll 1995" cover
1995 Apr. 27
Box 5
Whiting, Thelma: "Cummington Community of the Arts: a place for artists, writers to work alone-- and
together", Daily Hampshire Gazette
1978 Oct. 26
Box 5
"Woodstock: The Performance Peace" poster
1991 Aug.
Box 5
Series 2. Recordings
1973-2019
Format
2 boxes
Academy of Music, AETV
1984, 1990 Dec. 31
Optical disk (DVD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 001)
"Auld Lang Syne" Final mix (Tz prg. #29)
1993 Sept. 28
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 002)
"Auld Lang Syne" second mix
1993 August 17
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 003)
The Brain is Wider Than the Sky Dickinson/Vernon
undated
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 004)
Caffe Lena first set (original)
1985 Nov. 16
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 005)
Caffe Lena second set with Al Schackman
1985 Nov. 16
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 006)
Caffe Lena set 1 (incomplete)
Note:

2 tracks, 53 minutes

1985 Nov. 16
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 007)
Caffe Lena set 2
Note:

31 minutes

1985 Nov. 16



Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 008)
Chanukkah essay
undated
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 009)
City Folk: Continental Cablevision, Springfield, MA, 2 shows
1989 Jul.
Optical disk (DVD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 010)
Cloud mixes from DAT master
1995 Jul 21
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 011)
Demo tape
1980
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 012)
Demo tape (copy)
1980
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 013)
Daffodils
1996
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 014)
Daffodils copy 1
1996
Compact disc
Box 4

(ID# 015)
Daffodils copy 2
1996
Compact disc
Box 4

(ID# 016)
Daffodils tape/copy from DAT master, no dolby
1996
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 017)
Dream Dances direct from DAT
1992
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 018)
Dream Dances mixes
1992
Cassette
Box 4



(ID# 019)
Dream Dances mixes
1992
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 020)
Dream Dances off DAT clone
1992
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 021)
Dream Dances off DAT, with Dolby
1992
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 022)
Dream Dances RDAT Transfer
1992
3/4" U-Matic
Box 6

(ID# 023)
Dream Dances
1992
Compact disc
Box 4

(ID# 024)
First Night Northampton
1990
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 025)
First rehearsal for Gypsy: J, A, M
1985 Nov. 9
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 026)
Forbes Library
1979 Jan. 31
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 027)
Forbes Library
1979 Dec. 12
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 028)
Goodnight: Charlene, Auld Lang Syne
1987 Jan. 17
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 029)
"Hudson River Sampler", WAMC
1994 Apr. 02
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 030)



"Hudson River Sampler", WAMC with Wanda Fisher (side A); "Valley Folk" WFCR with Susan Forbes Hansen
(side B)
1988 Sept. 10, 1991 Sept. 15
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 031)
Iron Horse
1988 Oct. 9
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 032)
Iron Horse: New Years Eve A, C
1986 Dec. 31
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 033)
Iron Horse: New Years Eve B, D
1986 Dec. 31
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 034)
Iron Horse: New Years Eve computer set 1, track 1
1986 Dec. 31
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 035)
Iron Horse: New Years Eve computer set 2, track 1
1986 Dec. 31
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 036)
Iron Horse: New Years Eve computer set 2, tracks 1 and 2
1986 Dec. 31
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 037)
Iron Horse: New Years Eve set 1, EQ'd from Al, 41:42
1986 Dec. 31
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 038)
Iron Horse: New Years Eve set 2, EQ'd from Al, 20:43
1986 Dec. 31
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 039)
Iron Horse: New Years Eve set 1 with setlist
Note:

Track one: 41:32, track two: 27:33

1986 Dec. 31
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 040)
Iron Horse: New Years Eve set 2 with setlist
Note:

Track one: 37:40, track two: 20:38



1986 Dec. 31
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 041)
Iron Horse: New Years Eve stereo set 1
1986 Dec. 31
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 042)
Iron Horse: New Years Eve stereo set 2
1986 Dec. 31
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 043)
JP (E.T.) + Miriam's readings
undated
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 044)
Judy, Judy, Judy
1984
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 045)
Judy, Judy, Judy +2
1984
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 046)
Judy, Judy, Judy: B and A
1984
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 047)
Judy, Judy, Judy + Daffodils (Dolby) + Auld Lang Syne
1984
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 048)
Judy, Judy, Judy finished
1984
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 049)
Judy, Judy, Judy gtr, b/g vocals, mixed
1984 Mar. 9
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 050)
Judy, Judy, JudyLook to the Stars demo
1984
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 051)
Judy, Judy, Judy : mixed songs
1984 Mar. 29
Cassette



Box 4

(ID# 052)
Judy, Judy, Judy
1984
12" record
R.82:I2

(ID# 053)
Judy, Judy, Judy side 1, reel 1 stereo mix
ca.1984
1/4" reel
Box 6

(ID# 054)
Judy, Judy, Judy side 2, reel 2 stereo mix
ca.1984
1/4" reel
Box 6

(ID# 055)
Judy, Judy, Judy test lacquer "B test" (1 song)
1984
12" record
R.82:I2

(ID# 056)
Judy, Judy, Judy test lacquers (side A, side B)
1984
12" records
R.82:I2

(ID# 057)
Judy, Judy, Judy vocals with Richard-media, no drums, latest vocals
1984 Feb. 29
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 058)
Judy, Judy, Judy (without cover)
1984
12" record
R.82:I2

(ID# 059)
Judy Polan/John Martyn
ca.1973
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 060)
The Listening Place
1983 Apr. 23
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 061)
Look To The Stars
1986
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 062)
Look to the Stars actual mixes, Caledonia, Thames
ca.1986
Cassette
Box 4



(ID# 063)
Look to the Stars ("Album II") master: Reel 1 (with track sheet)
1985 Nov. 20
1/2" reel
Box 6

(ID# 064)
Look to the Stars ("Album II") master: Reel 2 (with track sheet)
1985 Dec. 6
1/2" reel
Box 6

(ID# 065)
Look to the Stars ("Album II") master: Reel 3 (with track sheet)
1985 Dec. 12
1/2" reel
Box 6

(ID# 066)
Look To The Stars master tape, mixed and assembled
1986
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 067)
Look To The Stars safety master
ca.1986
1/2" reel
Box 6

(ID# 068)
Look To The Stars side 1 stereo mix
ca.1986
1/4" reel
Box 6

(ID# 069)
Look To The Stars side 2 stereo mix
ca.1986
1/4" reel
Box 6

(ID# 070)
Look to the Stars test pressing
1986 Apr. 14
12" record
R.82:I2

(ID# 071)
Look to the Stars test lacquers (side 1, side 2)
1986 Mar. 11
12" record
R.82:I2

(ID# 072)
Look to the Stars test lacquer (3 songs)
1986 Mar. 20
12" record
R.82:I2

(ID# 073)
Lunar Lullaby at Chelsea House/Judy on "Valley Folk"
1984 Sep. 9
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 074)
Lunar Lullaby Judy Polan and Susie Scharfman live at Chelsea House



1992
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 075)
Northampton Center for the Arts
1984 Dec. 2
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 076)
Northeast Folk Festival
1995 Apr. 19
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 077)
Originals
ca.1984
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 078)
Passim
1985 Feb. 17
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 079)
Passim EQ'd from Al
undated
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 080)
Polan family home movies part 1
undated
Optical disk (DVD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 081)
Polan family home movies part 2
undated
Optical disk (DVD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 082)
Practice tape for record
ca.1984
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 083)
Reference album reel 1 and reel 2
ca.1986
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 084)
Reference tape beginning mixes
ca.1986
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 085)
Rehearsal - media
1984 Feb. 16
Cassette



Box 4

(ID# 086)
River of Birches by Charlene Murphy sund by Judy Polan
undated
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 087)
Roundtable commentary
2004 Oct. 10
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 088)
Roundtable Essay: "Fairy Tales"
Note:

4:56

2006 Jul.
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 089)
Second Fret part 1
1979 Jun. 1
Optical disk (Optical disk (CD-R))
Box 4

(ID# 090)
Second Fret part 2
1979 Jun. 1
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 091)
Second Fret pt. 1
1979 Nov. 2
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 092)
Second Fret pt. 2
1979 Nov. 2
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 093)
Sounding Board second set
1997 Jan.
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 094)
Stained Glass coffeehouse
1987 Jan.
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 095)
Stained Glass coffeehouse
1987 Jan.
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 096)
A Star to Steer By/Look to the Stars performed by Jon Bell, Cindy Resster, and Dave Maness - Virginia Living
Museum



1992
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 097)
Still Dancing After All These Years: Laura's 70th birthday performance
2019-02-08
Optical disk (DVD)
Box 4

(ID# 098)
Studio tape with Al (side B)
1986 Feb. 26-28
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 099)
"Toward Morning"
1984 Mar. 26
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 100)
Uni coffeehouse
1992 May 9
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 101)
Uni coffeehouse: First set and encore, second set
1987 Apr. 11
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 102)
Uni coffeehouse: Set 1 "Caravan"
Note:

Dated 4/1/87. 52 minutes

1987 Apr. 11
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 103)
Uni coffeehouse: Set 2 and encore
Note:

Dated 4/1/87. 52 minutes

1987 Apr. 11
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 104)
Uni coffeehouse: Set 2 and encore, "Toward the Morning", "Into the Mystic"
Note:

Dated 4/1/87. 52 minutes

1987 Apr. 11
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 105)
Upstairs Coffeehouse
1989 Apr. 24
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4



(ID# 106)
Valley Folk (side A) Hudson River sampler (Side B)
1985 Nov. 30, 1986 Jun. 29
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 107)
Valley Folk: Last show
2007 Jan. 20
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 108)
Voice lesson
undated
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 109)
WAMC with Wanda Fischer (side A), WFCR "Valley Folk" with Susan Hansen (side B)
1985 Feb. 23, 1986 Dec. 28
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 110)
WAMC Albany
1987-06-20
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 111)
WRNX
1992
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 112)
WFCR: Live (side A), "Valley Folk (side B)
1985 Feb. 3, 1988 May 1
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 113)
WFCR: "Valley Folk"/ "Outlook" (side A), WAMC "Hudson River Sampler" with Wanda Fisher (side B)
1984 Nov., 1985 Feb. 3, 1985 Feb. 23
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 114)
WFCR: "Valley Folk" hosted by Mary Desrosiers
Note:

36 minutes

1984 Sep. 09
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 115)
WFCR: "Valley Folk"
1992 Sep. 27
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 116)
WHUS - "Sunday Night Folk Fest"
1986 Mar. 2
Cassette



Box 4

(ID# 117)
WHUS: "Sunday Night Folk Festival" (side A); WFCR: "Valley Folk" (side B)
1985 Mar. 31, 1986 Jul. 7
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 118)
Work tape
1994 Jan.
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 119)
WRPI with Jackie Alper
1985 Apr. 7
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 120)
WRSI
1992 Oct. 13
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 121)
WRSI (edited)
undated
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 122)
WRSI (edited); "Lunar Lullabye" studio demo songs
1983 Oct.
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 123)
WRSI: "Moonlight Rise Frolic" hosted by Nick Plaklas
Note:

56 minutes

1983 Oct.
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 124)
WRSI: Interview with Johnny Memphis
1995 Sept. 11
Cassette
Box 4

(ID# 125)
WTCC: Chicopee River Festival
1987 Jul. 12
Optical disk (CD-R)
Box 4

(ID# 126 )

Administrative information
Access

The collection is open for research.



Provenance

Gift of Aaron Mintz, 2022.

Processing Information

Processed by Kathryn Baird, Sarah Tonks, Amalia Rubinstein, August 2023.

Language:

English

Copyright and Use (More information )

Cite as: Judy Polan Papers (MS 1178). Robert S. Cox Special Collections and University Archives Research
Center, University of Massachusetts Amherst Libraries.
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Folk music--Massachusetts
Folk musicians--Massachusetts
Music--Massachusetts--Northampton
Women folk musicians--Massachusetts

Genres and formats

Audiotapes
Compact discs
Concert programs
Correspondence
Music posters
Newspaper clippings
Open reel audiotapes
Optical disks
Photographs
Poetry
Sheet music
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