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Background on Max C. Rheinberger, Jr.
Named Handicapped American of the Year in 1968, Max C. Rheinberger, Jr., worked as a community leader to uplift those with disabilities by bringing awareness to
and actively deconstructing barriers to access. Rheinberger himself was a quadriplegic as a result of contracting polio in 1952. During rehabilitation he completed a
degree in accounting before embarking on a lifelong career as a businessman and distinguished figure in his community.

Beginning with the founding of his first business, Office Services Incorporated, in 1956, Rheinberger worked to empower those with disabilities by providing
rehabilitative training for those who were otherwise deemed "unemployable." He founded and held key positions in sixteen businesses throughout his life, each
devoted to this mission.

Rheinberger was also active in various civic organizations, including Duluth's City Council, Duluth's Chamber of Commerce, Minnesota's Rehabilitation Association,
and the Executive Board of the National President's Committee on Employment of the Handicapped. His efforts and role as a leader led to recognition from groups
including the President's Committee on Employment of the Handicapped, United States Junior Chamber of Commerce, and the International Accountants Society. A
recipient of the 1968 President's Award, Golden Plate Award, and Minnesota Governor's Award, Rheinberger was established as a disability rights figure at both a
local and national level.

His wife, Marianne, also worked as a disability rights activist and accompanied Max from their marriage in 1964 to his death in 2004.

Scope of collection
The collection details the role of Max C. Rheinberger, Jr., as a recognized disability rights advocate within the United States, primarily through newspaper clippings,
certificates and awards, publications, and correspondence. A majority of the material is centered on the 1960s, highlighting both the major and everyday moments of

https://www.umass.edu
https://www.umass.edu/admissions/visits/visit-campus
https://www.umass.edu/admissions
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1640/rd17/form/form.aspx?sid=1640&gid=2&pgid=443&cid=1121
https://www.umass.edu/search
http://scua.library.umass.edu
http://library.umass.edu
http://scua.library.umass.edu/umarmot/services-at-scua/askanarc/
http://scua.library.umass.edu/
http://scua.library.umass.edu
http://credo.library.umass.edu/
http://scua.library.umass.edu/
file:///tmp/mums1129.xml
file:///tmp/mums1129.pdf


his life. His involvement with the President's Committee on Employment of the Handicapped is a key component, as well as other organizations he was affiliated with
including the United States Junior Chamber of Commerce, the March of Dimes, and the Muscular Dystrophy Association.

A majority of the collection is focused on Rheinberger's achievements for his work in disability rights. Awards he received — including trophies, plaques, certificates,
and ribbons—are complimented by photographs and publications describing the ceremonies in which he received them. Letters of nomination for Handicapped
American of the Year and invitations to various ceremonies bring different viewpoints into how Rheinberger was regarded by those around him.

Rheinberger was involved in government at both a local and national level, demonstrated by correspondence with officials from Washington, D.C., the state of
Minnesota, and other nearby states. Publications and photographs outline his work on Duluth's city council, including the election process and subsequent
appointment to the committee. Personal correspondence includes letters and cards from family, friends, and business connections.

A scrapbook represents the rest of the collection in a more condensed form and shows what the Rheinbergers felt best represented Max's life. Focused between 1952
and 1962, it contains newspaper clippings, photographs, cards, congratulations, correspondence, and various personal objects.
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