UMassAmbherst

Special Collections and

University Archives
UMass Amherst Librariest&4

Frank F. Newth Papers

1914-1999 (Bulk: 1914-1927)
5 boxes (3.5 linear feet)
Call no.: MS 1012

About SCUA

SCUA home

Credo digital

Scope

Inventory

Admin info

Download

xml version

print version (pdf)

-

Read collection overview

Frank “Nick” Newth was born in Lynn, Mass., on Oct. 9, 1895, the son of shoe cutter Charles H. Newth and his wife Mary Hobart
Brackett. A talented baseball player in high school, Newth used his sport connections to become a manager, and eventually
owner, of a billiard parlor. On October 5, 1917, however, he was drafted for service in the First World War an deployed to France
with the Quartermaster Corps in January 1918. Unusually, for most of his service, Newth was posted in northwestern France
(Abbeville, Amiens, Rouen) as a disbursement officer for American troops serving with the British Expeditionary Force an then
disbursing to the wounded in base hospitals. He was promoted to Corporal in May 1918, and ended his overseas service in May
1919 as a Sergeant working with the Quartermaster’s financial unit. After returning home, Newth married his longtime
sweetheart Letitia “Letty” Crane, with whom he raised a family of four. He worked as proprietor of the New Buick Billiard Hall until
1928, when he opened a successful business selling rubber tires in southern New England. Newth died on May 29, 1979, and is
buried in the Forest Chapel Cemetery in Barrington, R.I.
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The Newth collection consists of many dozens of letters written between Frank Newth and his fiancee Letty and other members
of his family back home in Lynn, Mass., while his served with the Quartermaster Corps in the First World War. Although his letters
are subject to the censorship typical of that war, Newth was an excellent and observant writer and because often served near the
front, but in a support role, he had time and energy to write. His affection for Letty (and hers for him) come through in every
letter, but Newth also discusses his duties in the service, recreation and travel, and the sights and people of France. The
collection also includes a fine letter describing the relief after the Armistice went into effect; a brief, but outstanding typed diary
kept during the early months of his overseas service; and a small handful of pamphlets, keepsakes, and official papers.

Background on Frank F. Newth

Frank, “Nick”, Newth was born in Lynn, Massachusetts on
October 9, 1895 to shoe cutter Charles H. Newth and his wife
Mary Hobart Brackett. Growing up, baseball had a huge impact
to Newth'’s life and eventually led him to Worcester Academy,
where he played on the baseball team through high school.
After Worcester Academy, Frank briefly worked for Blue Seal Oil
Company, which is where his letters to his longtime girlfriend
Letitia, “Letty”, Crane begin. During his time here, he was drafted
for World War | on October 5, 1917. In January of 1918, Newth
was deployed to England for a short period of time before being
transferred to northwestern France (Abbeville, Amiens, Rouen),
where he remained for the entirety of his deployment. When
Frank was transferred to France in February 1918, he was
reassigned to the finance department of the Army. By the end of
his service, he had been promoted to Sergeant and then
promoted again to Corporal. During his short month-long stay in
England, Frank and his unit tried to visit as much as they could,
including the oldest Cathedral in the country. When walking into
this Cathedral, the church officials played "The Star Spangled
Banner," which was the first time the anthem was played since
the cathedral was built.

When World War | ended in November 1918, Frank finally
received news that he would be returning home to Lynn,
Massachusetts in May 1919. After returning home, he married
his longtime girlfriend Letitia “Letty” Crane, with whom he raised
a family of four. Newth became a business owner of the New
Buick Billiard Hall until 1928 when he then decided to open
another business selling tires in southern New England. Right
before his death, Frank hand wrote a part of his memoir
describing not only his time in the military, but also his life with
Letty. Newth died on May 29, 1979, and is buried in the Forest Frank Newth, ca. 1918
Chapel Cemetery in Barrington, Rhode Island.

Scope of collection

This collection features dozens of letters between Frank and Letty, as well as Frank’s handwritten diary kept during the war,
pamphlets from the places he traveled, original pictures, and official papers.

In his letters home, Frank describes his experiences during World War |, details of which were subject to the censorship
committee. In many of the letters, parts of Frank’s writing was cut or crossed out to protect national safety. Although his letters
were censored, he still tried to share as much of his life with Letty as possible through stories of travel, people in his unit, and
contemplation of their future together. In over 300 letters back and forth, Letty and “Nick” talked about everything from what
they were feeling to finances to their families. Their affection for each other is shown in every letter. Even when they did not have
much news to exchange, they still made sure to write to each other frequently, focusing on the hope of being reunited soon.
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